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Civil Air Patrol cadets thrive on setting sky-high goals

ANN FISH

hree of the first members
I of the future Rockingham
County Flight of the Civil
Air Patrol (CAP) who graduated
Sept. 23 from the Great Start
program at the Shiloh Airport
say drill probably is their favorite
reason for belonging to CAP.
Earning the grade Cadet Air-
men rank, they were among the
first to complete cadet require-

More Information

The Rockingham County Flight
of the Civil Air Patrol meets at
6:30 p.m. every Thursday in the
Civil Air Patrol Building at Shi-
loh Airport, 2691 Settle Bridge
Road, Stoneville. Additional
information can be obtained by
calling Brent Wooters at 336-
257-0185, or by emailing him at
brent.wooters@ncwgcap.org.

ments in the soon-to-be new
flight for the county, said Capt.
Brent Wooters, CAP Deputy
Commander Guilford Composite

Squadron NC-307.

Previously, local residents and
several from just across the Vir-
ginia border traveled to training
and meetings at the Guilford
Composite Squadron at the
Guilford Technical Community
College Aviation Building.

“I was very proud of all the
work that the cadets as well as
their parents put into this first
promotion and the graduation
of the Great Start program,” said i S
Wooters. “I am hoping that this BRENT WOOTERS, PROVIDED

graduation is the first of many Capt. Brent Wooters and 2nd Lt. Haleigh Wooters, right, present pins and
more to come in Rockingham graduation certificate to Cadet Airman Adelyn Joyce during the promotion

ceremony. In the background are, from left, Michael Joyce, Abigail Clinard,
Please see FISH, Page R2  Cody Kutlik and Erin Price.
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County and shows the
community the dedication
and willingness of the CAP”

The group began meeting
at Shiloh Airport following
the Aug. 12 open house, the
commander said.

Involved with the Ran-
dolph Composite Squad-
ron since December 2017,
Wooters transferred to the
Guilford squadron in Au-
gust and began exploring
starting a new flight in
Rockingham County under
the leadership of the Guil-
ford organization.

His new wife, the former
Mara Snyder, her daughter,
Abigail, 12, and his daughter
Haleigh Wooters, 21, are
all members of CAP. Brent
and Mara, a Rockingham
County native, were mar-
ried Saturday (Oct. 2) in Mt.
Airy.

Among the first Rocking-
ham County graduates are
Emma Wray, daughter of
John and Stephanie Wray of
Mayodan, and Adelyn Rylee
Joyce and Michael Reid
Joyce, children of Kelly and
Dee Joyce of Axton, Va.

A senior at McMichael
High School, Emma, 17,
hasbeen in the school’s
Air Force JRROTC for four
years. After getting her
pilot’s license this summer
in Danville, Va., Emma has
been a CAP member for
about six weeks. She said
she joined hoping “to get to
fly with them.

Thursday, she partici-
pated in search and rescue
training at Shiloh Airport,
saying she had “looked
forward to it. I think it will
be interesting and will be a
good thing to get to know.”

As aJRROTC member,
Emma earned ribbons for
joining CAP, but what she
enjoys most about CAP is
her experience with drill
in the ROTC program en-
ables her to help new and
younger members learn the
drill process.

Others in the program
also like the drills.

“You get to do these drills
and they help you learn
self discipline,” said Reid
Joyce, 12. “It does help a lot
because it teaches you that
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LEFT: Adelyn Rylee Joyce proudly displays her Certificate of Achievement for the Great Start
Program. RIGHT: Michael Reid Joyce proudly displays his Certificate of Achievement for the

Great Start Program.

not everything is good but
when you make a mistake,
people will be there to help
correct. Also, drills build
character”

“Drill helps my brain ac-
tivity;” said his sister, Rylee
Joyce, 14.

Both Joyce children are
homeschooled. Reid is in
seventh grade and Rylee is
in ninth grade.

They became involved
in Civil Air Patrol after a
friend invited them to at-
tend the Guilford County
squadron where they
learned of the discovery
flights and Science Tech-
nology Engineering and
Mathematics (STEM)
project. They joined sev-
eral weeks ago, meeting in
Greensboro three times be-
fore transferring to Shiloh.

Their father, Kelly, has
the private plane he bought
in April of 2020 hangared
at Shiloh. One day recently
while Kelly was preparing
his plane to fly, Dee dis-
covered a CAP logo on the
pilots’ association room
door and asked about it.
The children immediately
transferred their member-
ship to Shiloh.

Although airport man-
ager Mike Brooks had sent
out an email welcoming the
CAP back to the commu-
nity, the Joyce family had

missed it.

“We were driving about
an hour and it reduced our
travel time to 20 minutes,’
Dee said. Rylee and Reid are
now Cadet Airmen. Dee is
in the process of becom-
ing a parent volunteer and
Kelly, whose family origi-
nated in the Shiloh area, is
becoming a senior member.

“It gives me a good ex-
perience,” said Reid. “If
would join the Air Force, I
would have experience and
it would be easier””

Since he likes to fly
drones, Reid also is inter-
ested because CAP uses
drones when they search for
lost people.

And, Reid said he likes
being in CAP “because you
can meet people you never
met before and they would
be a wing man or team
member”

“I absolutely love my
uniform,’ said Rylee. “I felt
very confident and proud of
my uniform the first time I
put it on”

Since they are just be-
ginning, and “now that we
have ranked up, the fun
stuff is going to start com-
ing in,” Rylee said. “We're
gonna start rocket building,
doing emergency services
and more classes and phys-
ical training.

“When I grow up I want

tobe in the Air Force and
Ithought that would be a
good opportunity tolearn
more about that sort of
stuff. I am looking forward
to flying and learning how

Promotions

The cadets promoted
Sept. 23 at Shiloh Airport
completed a six-week
Great Start Program and
were promoted to Cadet
Airman. They are:

m Abigail Burchell, 12,
Eden

m Nathan Eastwood, 12,
Reidsville

m Cody Kutlik, 14, Ruffin

m Erin Price, 17, Jacob
Swisher, 17, Kennedy
Wilson, 16, Rachel Wy-
att, 14, Stoneville

m William Stalter, 17,
Madison

® Emma Wray, 17, Mayo-
dan

m Alaena Lamascus, 13,
Gibsonville

m Rylee Joyce. 14, Reid
Joyce, 12, Axton, Va.

m Jackson Kaylor, 15, Col-
linsville, Va.

m Abigail Clinard, 12,
Ridgeway, Va

to fly”

After achieving their first
promotion, the new cadets
now are eligible to partic-

ipate in CAP orientation
flights, an aerospace me-
chanics program, Wooters
said.

“They teach them the
skills of flying,” he added,
noting the cadets often are
allowed to take control of
the planes for short super-
vised periods.

Adults also are encour-
aged tojoin the program,
which features a lot of
emergency service efforts,
like searching for missing
people and volunteering at
places such as the recent
COVID-19 vaccination
clinics. The Wooters family
were at the Rockingham
County clinics several times
and also were assigned to
the FEMA clinic in Guilford
County.

To become a member,
adults can be any age but
must attend three meetings,
Wooters said. Then, they go
through an application pro-
cess, background check and
attend the Thursday night
training sessions to famil-
iarize themselves with the
program and work toward
promotion.
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